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the two conjoint crimes the age found it hardest to forgive; in
fact, it never did forgive them in the Dudleys. Nevertheless after
two years Sir Richard extracted the King's permission to bring
a bill into Parliament for the repeal of the attainder. Nine years
later, in 1523, as Jane entered on her task of replenishing the
Dudley stock, John began on his of refurbishing the Dudley name.
From his first venture, a campaign in France under the King's
brother-in-law, Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, he won a
knighthood on the field for gallantry. Nine years more elapsed,
however, during which Jane bore him four sons and a daughter
or two, before Henry VIII signified, through John's appointment
to be Master of the Armoury in the Tower, that he had at last
forgiven him*for cutting his father's head off.
It was at this favourable tide in the Dudley fortunes that Jane
was delivered of her fifth son, Robert, and the King's new wife,
Anne Boleyn, of a daughter, his second, Elizabeth. Of the circum-
stances surrounding the infant Robert's birth, where it happened
and when, nothing definite is known. It may have taken place
in the Tower but more probably in his parents' small manor-
house on the river out towards Chelsea. As to the date, tradition
places it in 1532 or 1533, with 1533 able to adduce in support of
its claim the planetary collusion, later detected and exposed by
the astrologers, to link his nativity with Elizabeth's; though
what precise conjunction existed between the motion of the
planets in the early morning of September 7th, 1533, her birth-
day, and an unknown hour on an unspecified June 24th, which he
once lightly alleged to be his, is now perhaps beyond the power
of astrological science to determine.
Another nine years passed, each of them marked by John
Dudley's further advance in the royal favour. His feats in the
tilt-yard, where he unfailingly tumbled opposition from the
saddle with the magic in the tip of his painted lance, would alone
have recommended his "very comely person" to the fat monarch
who had in his youth fancied himself the peerless champion at
this sport; but he also happened to be the ablest commander both
by land and sea that had yet served the Tudors, His family was
installed at court and the younger members, including Robert,
who was considered both in looks and character most nearly to
resemble him, brought up to share the play and studies of the
Princess Elizabeth and, later, the heir-apparent Prince Edward^
born in 1537. In 1542 he was raised to the peerage with the title,